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Following last week’s whirlwind

opening “month” of the year,
today is filled with the trappings

of Christmas. As this week is
one when we can all “enjoy our
breaks”, I’m attempting to make
the most of it, by indulging in
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some mental vacations. One such
escape is to go back to when I

was in school and use the online
feature to look through the

archives to the old, university-
based Microzine I created and

edited for many years. Working
in schools, it struck me a lot

about the place of blog writing in
relation to teaching and learning.
Of course, in the “olden” days,

we were in the diaspora, without
the Internet, so access to online

journalism was a bit more
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limited, but there was writing in
magazines, newspapers and, of
course, newsletters and our own
microzines. There was also a lot
of fear around using the Internet.
A lot of us were afraid that our

editors would see what we wrote
and reject it, as we knew that

once they did, it could never get
published again, even if we were
working on our own microzine.

And the introduction to
journalism courses and

discussions in schools wasn’t all
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that welcoming and open to
humour. So imagine my surprise

when, as I go through my old
Microzines, the name of the

publication is THE
MOTHERSHIP. The

Motherhood was an experiment
in producing an online magazine

for school students in the mid
1990s. It ran for a few years and

then I moved to university in
Sussex, where I created another

magazine called Maths and
Miserables. The Motherhood
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started as a reaction to the fact
that the usual magazine for the
new wave of school kids in the

mid-1990s was called Space
Ranger. If I was going to name a
magazine, it would be something
fun and upbeat. The first issue
was published in September

1995 and was filled with a mix
of jokes, poems and other

material that was relatively new
at the time, especially about and
by women. There were articles
on feminist theory, behaviour
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modification in schools and self-
esteem. The other magazines I

published was on a more
academic nature, and thus were
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